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Louis caught innocent birds to satisfy the demands
of his passions must remain a blot on his life. The
Oeil-de-Boeuf chronicle mentions the forceful ab-
duction from her home of a girl of eleven, and
the cruelty and cunning of the performance; she
must have been dragged to the Parc-aux-Cerfs
while her father, a rich Nantes merchant, moved
heaven and earth to get her out, appealing to
Parliament, the head of police, and the Chatelet
authorities, and then returned to his province in
despair. There is nothing to prove the authenticity
of this story which has spread with a wealth of
revolting details, and doubtless was the fabrication
of slanderers -who knew nothing about Louis XV*s
love affairs.

Mme de Hausset, Mme de Pompadour's waiting-
woman, sets down in her diary a no less scandalous
and just as truthful a story.

Among the inhabitants of the Parc-aux-Cerfs was
a pretty blonde girl of sixteen; having taken the
king's fancy she visited him for three "weeks and
bestowed on him every mark of sincere passion.
The innocent let herself be caught; and when she
saw that her lover was definitely cooling towards
her she endured violent grief. One day, delving
in Louis XV's pockets she found a letter from
Broglie and another from the king of Spain; thus
the Polish noble's identity was revealed, but she
did not want anyone to suspect her discovery. At
the time of Damiens* attack, however, she could
not disguise her anguish; and when Mme Bertrand
asked her what caused her floods of tears, she